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Chunks are often a distinguishing factor between native and non-native
speakers (Pawley & Syder, 1983), between natural, idiomatic ways of
expression and what may be rather awkward-sounding (though
grammatically correct) use of language. Native-like chunks not only help
L2 learners sound fluent, accurate and authentic, they also have the
potential to speed up linguistic development (Eyckmans, Boers, &
Stengers, 2007; Pawley & Syder, 1983). Clearly, when tracing the
acquisition of L2 in relation to native-like norms, chunks are a highly
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